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1. Dr. Ramdayal Munda

pr. Ram Dayal Munda
professor and Chairperson
Tribal and Regional Languages Department
& Former Vice-Chancellor
Ranchi Unviersity, Ranchi
Date : 4-4-1997

1 have been greatly impressed by the efforts
of Dr. Narayan Oraon to develop a common script
for the languages spoken by the Adivasis of our country.
The name Tolong would be acceptable to most of
them and the style of writing it would be in con-
formity with thier cultural practices.

While the script is patterned after the
Devanagri script for its scientific reasons, it is an
improvement over Devanagri for more accurate
representation of the sound systems of the tribal
languages which thus far have been written in a
variety of scripts adding to the already to the already
existing diversities. Usage of the single script would
be cementing force among the speakers of these
languages.

: Dr. Oraon deserves congratulation for this
innovation, and I recommend the script for wider
usage.

Dr. Ram Dayal Munda
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2. BISHOP Dr. NIRMAL MINJ

Bishop Dr. Nirmal Minz >
Ranchi Date: 04-04-1997

Most Adivasis are doubly deprived of their
cultural identity. They begin thier schooling in an alien
script and language. Thus they have stepped two
steps down their personal and community life. First
their mother tongue is not recognised and they have
no script of their own. To be an independent and free
Adivasi person and community they must have their
own script and language for developing their
literature and culture. The education through their
own script and language will make the Adivasi a real
free and independent person and community with
their self respect and Dignity.

The script must spring out of their social and
cultural symbols. It must facilitate writing and read-
ing the language as they are spoken with phonetics.
There have been many attempts by individual Adivasi
communities to invent scripts. But they have not
been rigorously tested in writing and promoting
Adivasi language and literatures. 'Tolong Script'
invented by Dr. Narayan Oraon 'Sainda' serves a very
timely purpose. Tolong stands for a traditional Adivasi
apparel with designs and art of wrapping around the
body. Fortunately the same word "Tolong' is used to
symbolise that appre! in all the Adivasi languages of
Jharkhand. It is the part and parcel of Adivasi
socio-cultural items.

I recommend very strongly that 'Tolong Script '
be adopted by Adivasi in genera! and those in
Jharkhand in particular. Adoption of Tolong Script and
Adivasi mother tongue as medium of education for
their children will free them from above double shack-
les and empower them to present themselves as a
free and independent person and people in India. I
wish 'Tolong' to succeed in acceptance by all Adivasi.
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